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~ Judge Kinnear Has Record Of ‘First:” ;

By LLOYD LOCKHART

CAYUGA, ONT.
F the 133 county and district court judges
in Canada, one is a woman. She is
Helen . Alice Kinnear, who now ap-
roaches her 10th anniversary as dispenser of
rustice in Ontario’s Haldimand county. _
When Judge Kinnear took over her high
office in June, 1943, it marked a milestone in
jurisprudence not only for Canada but for

\ the British Commonwealth. It added to her

long. list of “firsts"—"firsts,” _ingidentally,
which she does not like to emphasize.

“] probably was the first county court
judge 10 years ago,” she points out. “But
since then, I've been told, a woman named
Dorothy Dix is in charge of a court in Eng-
land. Her court may bg'as high as mine. 1
must get in touch with her some day. She
and I would have many things in common.”

Miss Kinnear is the No. 1 citizen of Cayuga,
a quiet, orderly village, population 750, which

fits snugly into the rural richness of the

Niagara peninsula. As county court judge,
her duties are manifold, and while her public
utterances have toned down since she was
active in politics, there is one subject she
still discusses with fervor.

Judge Kinnear has always been a cham-
pion of women in public life. There isn’t
much more women can do that they haven't
done already and Miss Kinnear has been
cheering their progress every step of the way.
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According to Judge Kinnear, probation for
first offenders—with exceptions for dangerous
criminals—could bring a saving to the country.

“Canada has fallen behind Englaqd, be-
cause in Canada the public keeps crying for
revenge,” she said. “Our penalties are heavier
than in England, where probations have been
developed to a fine degree. The cost of main-
taining their ériminal institutions is petty
compared to ours.”

Judge Kinnear is the granddaughter of the
man who nominated William Lyon Mackenzie
to represent Haldimand county in the legisla-
ture of Upper Canada. In fact, she was born
in the town where she now presides, but
while her father was a lawyer, her first inten-
tion was to become a school teacher.

“I had two brothers and a sister and ‘I
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public life to which modern women may not
aspire in Canada. They don’t waste time
worrying about their status because they have
shown they can meet the challenge.”

On her desk was a newspaper which men-
tioned that 29 women had just been elected
to municipal offices in Ontario.

“In medicine,” she said, “the Women’s
College hospital in Toronto is a sample of
what women have done. And in law, the
best test is to look at the list of women who
now serve as Queen’s Counsel—about 15 in
the province. My own appointment as King’s
Counsel in 1934 created a furore—in fact,
there was more fuss about my ‘taking silk’
than there was about my appointment as
county court judge nine years later. There
has been a constant movement in the right
direction.”

Judge Kinnear is a precise woman with
traces of gray hair (she is 58) and a cheerful
disposition. She weighs the pros and cons of

found my friend had changed her mind.” | 7 :

She won a scholarship her first year and
graduated with honors in 1920. “At no time
was I ever discriminated against,” she made
it clear. “There were seven women taking
law at the same time. I was not a pioneer.”

Prior to 1943, she was a strong Liberal,
holding numerous offices, including the vice-
presidency of the Ontario Women’s Liberal
association. In 1941 she was nominated for
the federal riding of Welland, but she stepped
aside in favor of Hon. Humphrey Mitchell.

When Helen Kinnear accepted her judge-
ship in 1943, 17 womcn lawyers were present
for the ceremony. Whether she realized it or
not, she had carried the torch for her sex.

In 1937 she wrote: “Canadian women live
under conditions today which could not have
been imagined by English women a century
ago. We are free to own property, to earn
our own living, to vote and, if we can carry
an election, to sit in parliament. The change
1s so complete that curiosity is excited not
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and her latest honor lies in being named to
lead the newly formed Juvenile and Family
Court association. This organization has a
membership of 46 juvenile court judges. scat-
tered through the province. It aims at im-
proving the operation of these courts with
special stress on a stabilization feature for
children who brush against the law.
“We-hope to see the Juvenile Court act
proclaimed in all sections,” she pointed out.
“As it stands at present, some counties have
juvenile courts while others have not. Young-

ability to do the job.”

As a judge, this quiet-spoken crusader has
made a special study of laws pertaining to
women and children. She believes some
archaic statutes should be corrected, particu-
larly section three of the Married Women's
Property act whereby a wife is entitled to
whatever she earns as long as her husband
does not own a proprietory interest in the
source thereof.

“This means that a wife who runs a board-
ing house which the husband owns has no
legal right to what she makes from her
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